Audio zone

Vinyl

Listen to Jonathan talking about why he prefers to buy records.

Before listening
Do the preparation task first. Then listen to the audio and do the exercises.

Preparation task

Match the definitions (a–h) with the vocabulary (1–8).
Vocabulary

Definition

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

a. a strong kind of plastic used for making records (among
other things)
b. sounding low quality
c. sounding tense and not natural
d. one of several pieces of music on a record or CD
e. moving back and forth
f. the envelope that holds and protects a record
g. a machine for playing records
h. to keep money so that you can buy something

…… strangulated
…… a record player
…… vinyl
…… a track
…… to save up
…… tinny
…… waving
…… a cover

Tasks
Task 1

Match the beginnings (1–6) and endings (a–f) of the sentences.
1. …… Jonathan prefers records to more
recent music because he

a. the same sort of relationship with
music as he did in the past.

2.

…… He’s excited to listen to his new record

3.

…… He also likes the physical presence or

b. thinks the quality of the sound is
better.

4. …… He thinks that young people these
days don’t have
5.

…… He defines a good record shop as

6.

…… He enjoys listening to CDs but

c. sees them as lacking any special
quality.
d. but will have to wait some time
before he gets a record player.
e.

the ‘look and feel’ of a record.

f. somewhere you can listen to music
before buying it.
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Task 2

Put the words and phrases in order to make sentences.
1. Well,

reason

2. but nothing,
player,

is

one

as good.

the sound.

nothing,

3. have got

MP3s

this awful,

4. you go –

hear it,

when I

5. I’ve
6. gone.

really like
it’s

If you’ve got

strangulated sound.
worth it.

always bought

download

sounds

You

it will be

records
something,

and

a good record

tinny,
But there
music.

come and

Discussion

Have you ever listened to a vinyl record?
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Transcript
OK. Well, I want to talk about vinyl. Why? Well, I’m sat here, which you can’t see, but I’m sat
here holding a new record. Everyone’s just laughed at me because I still buy vinyl
records. Not very often, but if I can get them, I buy them. Everyone laughs ’cause, ‘Oh,
you’ve got CDs, we’ve got MP3s, we’ve got this, we’ve got that, we download. Why do you still
buy vinyl?’ Well, one reason is the sound. If you’ve got a good record player, nothing, but
nothing, sounds as good as vinyl. MP3s have got this awful, tinny, strangulated sound where,
kind of, the bass, the space is missing. So I’m kind of sat here, waving my vinyl record at the
microphone. I’ll have to wait a while to play it ’cause I don’t have a record player. But there
you go – when I hear it, it will be worth it.
I’ve always bought records and I really like music. All my early records were in vinyl and one
of the things that I like when I get them out the boxes at home is there’s a thing there. There’s
a big picture, you can look at it, you open it out.
You download something, it’s, it’s come and gone. I think for a lot of people now music isn’t as
special as it was, say, when I was younger, which was quite a long time ago. So, people in the
60s, in the 70s, in the 80s, music was just really special. You’d go to the shop and you’d have
to save up to buy your records because they were quite expensive, so you didn’t download
hundreds and hundreds of tracks one after the other. You’d maybe buy, from school, we’d
save dinner money or do little jobs. And then maybe once a month you could, kind of, go into
town, find a good record shop – one that would let you listen to the records – you’d listen to
two or three records in the shop, have a think, have a talk with the shop assistant and then
you’d make your purchase.
It was really exciting. You’d get this … maybe I need to explain, because, for younger people,
you got this big vinyl record which is about 12 inches across, so you had a big thing to look
at, and when you got it home, open up, and there was bits inside it, pictures to look at, little
bits of information on the cover, which were like little messages from another world. It was
just really special, which … I(’ve) got lots of downloads, I’ve got CDs, but the music’s still
great but, they’re not special any more. It’s like they’ve just become … it’s just another
product. I think, for most people, it’s just another product.
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Answers
Preparation task
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

c
g
a
d
h
b
e
f

Task 1
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

b
d
e
a
f
c

Task 2
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Well, one reason is the sound.
If you’ve got a good record player, nothing, but nothing, sounds as good.
MP3s have got this awful, tinny, strangulated sound.
But there you go – when I hear it, it will be worth it.
I’ve always bought records and really like music.
You download something, it’s come and gone.
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