Graded stories

Bad blood – A2/B1
When a vampire visits a happy young couple, will true love save their lives?

Before reading
Do the preparation task first. Then read the text and do the exercises.

Preparation task

Match the definitions (a–h) with the vocabulary (1–8).
Vocabulary

Definition

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

a. a person in stories with sharp teeth who drinks blood and
never dies
b. the ending of a romantic relationship
c. having a point; being thin and sharp at one end
d. to say something in a quiet and angry way
e. an area of darkness where light cannot reach
f. someone that is hurt or killed in an attack, accident, etc.
g. a natural feeling that helps you act quickly
h. making you feel very sad

…… pointed
…… depressing
…… a break-up
…… a vampire
…… an instinct
…… the shadows
…… a victim
…… to hiss

Bad blood – A2/B1
David and Emma looked at each other across the table. The young couple were happy: the
food was delicious, the light from the candles was soft and the music was perfect.
David looked at Emma’s beautiful smile. All the pain of his last break-up disappeared. All his
doubts and fears about love had gone. His hand reached out and touched hers.
‘I want to ask you something.’ David searched her eyes. Could she guess what was coming?
Her smile made him feel brave. She held his hand. ‘Don’t worry. Whatever it is, I’ll probably say
yes!’
He felt so excited. He was about to ask the most important question of his life.
From the corner of the restaurant, a strange man watched them. He sat very still at his table.
He held a menu but he wasn’t reading it. Instead, his cold eyes looked only at the young
couple.
Back at their table, David suddenly felt nervous.
‘Excuse me,’ he said to Emma. He pushed his chair back and went to the toilet. As he looked in
the mirror, he told himself: ’Come on, David, come on! You can do this, mate! She’s crazy
about you!’
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Feeling ready, he went out of the bathroom. He almost walked into the extremely tall man who
was waiting by the door. The man’s eyes were a cold, bright blue. His face was pale with a
sharp, pointed nose and thin, pale lips.
‘Oh, sorry!’ said David.
‘Which one?’ the man hissed. He spoke with a strong and strange accent. David had never
heard that accent before.
For a moment, David was confused. Then he realised what the other man meant.
‘Oh … this one!’ said David, helpfully. ‘This is the men’s toilet!’
David went back into the restaurant. He reached for the ring in a box in his pocket. It was time
to ask her!
...
The taxi ride home was wonderful. The happy couple discussed their future life together. They
shared their sweet feelings about each other.
‘The night I asked you to marry me!’ said David.
‘The night I said yes!’ replied Emma.
‘Just think, our whole lives together!’
‘Sharing, caring, …’ he began.
‘... loving, giving!’ Emma finished his sentence.
They smiled at each other in loving excitement.
‘You are so wonderful!’ said David.
‘And you’re absolutely beautiful!’ said Emma. ‘I’ve never met anyone so lovely and kind! I’m so
happy I could sing!’
They entered their block of flats, holding hands. A tall man watched them from the shadows.
‘Which one?’ he asked himself.
He watched the building. He was waiting for a light to come on to show him which flat was
theirs. One minute passed … two … there it was! The light went on in a third-floor window. He
saw Emma for a moment as she closed the curtains.
How many times had he stood on a corner like this? How many victims had he watched? Many
corners! Many victims! His pale lips formed a thin smile. He moved out of the shadows to the
door and pressed the buttons for every flat. The vampire was always pleased when people
lived in flats. Sooner or later someone always let you in. Silly humans! They thought you were
someone’s pizza delivery. It was a kind of invitation, and that was all he needed to enter a
home.
He climbed the stairs to the third floor and walked down the hall. He didn’t make a sound. He
could hear the young couple laughing and talking. He put his ear against the door. He could
hear what they were saying and he was happy. Young love made the sweetest blood. It was so
full of life and energy.
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‘I feel as if I’m in a film,’ she was saying.
‘More like a dream,’ he replied.
‘Yes, a dream. How lucky we are!’
Guess who I’ll be dreaming about tonight?’ he said.
‘Who? Who?’
‘Her hair smells of roses! She’s like an angel!’
Their dream was about to become a nightmare, the listening vampire thought. Suddenly, he
opened the door and stood there, showing his sharp teeth. The couple screamed and then
held each other in terrified silence. The vampire could smell and taste their fear. This was how
he liked it. Fear also made the blood sweeter.
‘There’s my wallet! On the table, there! Take it!’ said David. ‘Take anything you want!’
‘I will take anything I want!’ the vampire replied.
‘Fine! Fine! We won’t stop you, I promise!’ David cried.
‘You won’t stop me. I promise!’ replied the vampire.
The light shone on the sharp teeth. A terrible thought came to David and Emma at the same
time.
‘Look at his teeth! Is he ... ?’
‘A vampire!!’
‘Which one?’ the vampire hissed. ‘It can be … only one!’
The couple’s eyes were big and afraid. Their mouths open in horror. They held each other’s
hands and their stomachs filled with fear.
‘Already tonight,’ continued the vampire, ‘I have drunk from three. One more ... then … I can …
sleep … and feel young again.’
The vampire moved towards them. Instinct made David step in front of Emma to protect her.
Emma gratefully held onto his back.
The vampire wasn’t in a hurry. He had plenty of time. Who should he attack? he asked himself.
Which one?
‘Thank you,’ Emma said quietly in David’s ear, ‘for what you’re doing for me.’
‘Of course, my love. I’m here to protect you.’ He felt proud as he said the words. He could fight
this vampire. All he needed was a piece of wood or something to push through the heart. He
looked around for something ...
‘You’re so brave to offer yourself,’ continued Emma.
‘Sorry?’ asked David. ‘What are you talking about?’
‘Oh!’ said Emma. ’I just thought that with your love for me and everything …’
David and the vampire looked at each other.

© British Council 2021

www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish

‘Now, listen, Emma. There is no doubt about my love for you!’
‘Really?’ she replied. She didn’t believe him.
‘But you can’t expect me to just give him my life!’
‘I wasn’t saying you should!’ she said. ‘It’s just one of our options, that’s all!’
‘Well, think of another one!’ he shouted. ‘Why don’t you offer yourself to him to save me!’
The atmosphere in the room had certainly turned ugly. The vampire was not pleased that the
fear and love were now silly, selfish arguments.
Emma was very angry. ‘I hope you’re joking!’
‘Let’s see how strong your love is!’
‘What a horrible man!’
‘What about the woman I was planning to marry?! Offering me to a vampire like a bone to a
dog!’
‘You said my hair smells of roses!’ she cried.
‘All right, all right! Relax!’ David was a little embarrassed to be having this argument in front of
a stranger.
‘I’m an angel, you said!’ she carried on shouting.
‘MUST … DRINK!’ shouted the vampire angrily as he came even closer. He wanted to make a
quick kill. Then he could get away from these terrible people as soon as possible.
His eyes opened wider and his teeth were bared. ‘WHICH ... ONE?’
‘HER!’ David pointed at his future wife.
‘HIM! HIM!’ screamed Emma in anger. ‘Please, HIM!’
The vampire approached David.
‘She’s younger! Sweeter!’ said David.
The vampire turned to Emma.
‘He’s bigger! There’s more of him!’ She pointed at David.
Suddenly the vampire felt tired. He had been killing for many centuries. Listening to them was
depressing. How could he feel good by drinking the blood of either of these disgusting
creatures?
He looked down at their terrified faces and shouted, ‘BAD BLOOD!’
And with that, he disappeared into the night air and left Emma and David alone together.
Together, as they had promised, for the rest of their lives.
Story written by Clive Lane and adapted by Nicola Prentis.
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Tasks
Task 1

Are the sentences true or false?
Answer
True
True
True
True
True
True
True
True

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

David and Emma knew the man was watching them.
The vampire was not sure which one he wanted to kill.
Outside the toilets, David understood what the vampire was asking.
The couple invited the vampire into their flat.
The vampire thought his victim’s blood would taste nicer if they were in
love.
6. At first, David liked the idea of being a hero and saving Emma.
7. Emma offered to give herself to the vampire to save David.
8. The couple’s feelings for each other were different by the end of the
story.

False
False
False
False
False
False
False
False

Task 2

Complete the sentences with words from the box.
brave

happy

nervous

excited

depressed

angry

confused

pleased

terrified

1. Emma and David felt ……………………………… at the restaurant.
2. David was first ……………………………… and then ……………………………… before he asked Emma to marry
him.
3. The vampire was ……………………………… they were in love.
4. David and Emma were ……………………………… when they saw the vampire.
5. David thought he was being ……………………………… when he stood in front of Emma.
6. David was ……………………………… with Emma for offering him to the vampire.
7. The vampire was ……………………………… about who to kill.
8. The vampire felt ……………………………… and decided to leave.

Discussion

Did you like the story? Do you think Emma and David will be happy together?
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Answers
Preparation task
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

c
h
b
a
g
e
f
d

Task 1
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

False
True
False
False
True
True
False
True

Task 2
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

happy
excited; nervous
pleased
terrified
brave
angry
confused
depressed
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